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sacrifice of the Christ; not a few hours' agony in dying,
but century after century of crucifixion on the cross of
matter, until salvation has been won for the people who
bear His name, or until they have passed under some
other Lord. Hence is that road always called " the Way
of the Cross." Long before Christianity came to birth,
the " Way of the Cross " was known to every Initiate, and
Those were said to tread it who volunteered f(5r the
mighty service of proclaiming the old message again in the
ears of the world of the time. A sacrifice: for none may
tell, who volunteers for the service, what lies before the
religion that He founds, what shall be the deeds of the
community that He begins on earth. And every sin and
crime of that religion, or that Church, falls into the
scales of Karma stamped with the name of the Founder.
He is responsible for it, and bearing that responsibility
is the mighty sacrifice He makes; and the result is
inevitable; for in a world imperfect no perfection can be
perfectly mirrored. As the sun-ray falling upon water
is twisted and distorted, so is it with the rays of a
perfect truth falling in amongst a community of imperfect
men; and no action down here can be a perfect action,
for "action," it is written in an ancient book, "is sur-
rounded with evil as a fire is surrounded with smoke."
The imperfection of the medium makes the smoke round
every Word of Fire, every Word of Truth. And the
Founder must endure the pungency of the smoke, if He
would speak the Word of Pire. The realisation of that,
however dimly, however imperfectly, makes the passion
of gratitude in the human heart to those Men who bear
their infirmities and open up the way to God for man.